


Jeremiah 31:31-33  

ñThe days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  It will 

not be like the covenant I made with their fathers the day I took 

them by the hand to lead them forth from the land of Egypt; for 

they broke my covenant and I had to show myself their master, 

says the LORD.  But this is the covenant which I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD. I will place 

my law within them, and write it upon their hearts; I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people.ò 

 

 



John 16:12-13 

ñI have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now.  

But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to 

all truth. He will not speak on his own, but he will speak 

what he hears, and will declare to you the things that are 

coming.ò  

 



Matthew 16:18-19 

ñAnd so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I 

will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld 

shall not prevail against it.  I will give you the keys to the 

kingdom of heaven.  Whatever you bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall 

be loosed in heaven.ò 

 

 



1 Corinthians 1:10-13 

ñI urge you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of 

you agree in what you say, and that there be no divisions among you, 

but that you be united in the same mind and in the same purpose.  For 

it has been reported to me about you, my brothers, by Chloe's people, 

that there are rivalries among you.  I mean that each of you is saying, 

óI belong to 5 Paul,ô or óI belong to Apollos,ô or óI belong to Kephas,ô or 

óI belong to Christ.ô  Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or 

were you baptized in the name of Paul?ò  

 

John 16:12-13 

ñI have much more to tell you, but you cannot bear it now.  But when 

he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth. He will not 

speak on his own, but he will speak what he hears, and will declare to 

you the things that are coming.ò  

 

John 17:21 

ñéso that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you, 

that they also may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent 

me.ò  

 

 









Interesting Pope facts: 

 

ÅThe tradition of popes changing their names upon election traditionally dates from Sergius IV 
(1009-1012 A.D.).  Apparently, since his real name was Peter di Porca and he did not want to 
be called Peter II, he humbly changed his name so that people would not think that he 
considered himself an equal to Saint Peter. 

ÅIn 1294, Pope Saint Celestine V (Peter di Morone), without precedent, voluntarily resigned 
after only five months as pope.  He was an 84-year-old hermit when he was elected pope.  
Feeling incompetent to lead the Church amidst the pressures of secular politics, he declared it 
possible for a pope to resign and did just that.  He died two years later and was canonized a 
saint in 1313. 

ÅOne of the titles of the pope is ñServant of the Servants of God,ò which was the preferred title of 
Saint Gregory.  

 

Cardinals: 

ÅSome cardinals work full time in the Vatican while others serve as bishops of dioceses. 

ÅWhen the Holy See becomes vacant (at the death or resignation of the pope) those cardinals 
who are under the age of 80 gather together in Rome for a "conclave" to elect the new pope. 

 

Bishops: 

ÅHave received the fullness of priestly ordination and are chief pastors of a geographical area.  
The local bishop is fully responsible for the flock entrusted to his care. 

ÅBishops have, for the most part, very limited authority beyond their own diocese. The one 
obvious exception is the Pope, who has ordinary authority in every diocese.  

 

Archbishops: 

ÅAn Archbishop is the head of a particular province or region that includes several other 
dioceses; however, the archbishop does not have jurisdiction over these dioceses, other than 
his own.  An archbishop, along with the bishops of a province, meet regularly to discuss issues 
and concerns regarding policies and practices of handing on the faith. 
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Ephesians 1:3-14 

ñBlessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 

us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavens, as he chose us in 

him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and without blemish before 

him. In love he destined us for adoption to himself through Jesus Christ, in 

accord with the favor of his will, for the praise of the glory of his grace that he 

granted us in the beloved.  In him we have redemption by his blood, the 

forgiveness of transgressions, in accord with the riches of his grace that he 

lavished upon us. In all wisdom and insight, he has made known to us the 

mystery of his will in accord with his favor that he set forth in him as a plan for 

the fullness of times, to sum up all things in Christ, in heaven and on earth.  In 

him we were also chosen, destined in accord with the purpose of the one who 

accomplishes all things according to the intention of his will, so that we might 

exist for the praise of his glory, we who first hoped in Christ.  In him you also, 

who have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have 

believed in him, were sealed with the promised holy Spirit, which is the first 

installment of our inheritance toward redemption as God's possession, to the 

praise of his glory.ò  
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These seven hundred years of Church history were marked by many 

conversions, tension between Church and state, soaring advances in art, 

literature, architecture, and theology.  New religious orders were started and 

flourished while old ones were renewed and reinvigorated. 

 



Augustine converted and Baptized King Aethelbert of Kent, and 

soon all of England was Christianized.   

England quickly began sending missionaries out to other 

countries and lands. 

 











The Eastern Church also had problems with the alliance of Church and 

state.   

The Byzantine Emperor, Leo III, published a decreed forbidding 

Christians to venerate icons (beautifully painted images of Christ 

and the saints).   

Although this practice had been an important part of the spiritual 

life of all Christians, Leo thought the Bible forbid the practice and 

called for the destruction of all such images (iconoclasm). 

At the Second Council of Nicaea, the Church reaffirmed the 

practice of venerating images and distinguished this from 

adoration, which belongs to God alone. 

This was particularly important during the Middle Ages, 

since most people were illiterate, and picture were, as 

Pope Gregory the Great said, ñbooks for lay people.ò 

This is the idea behind stained glass windows. 

 





While the dispute began because of some territorial 

ambitions, it ended with the allegation by the Patriarch 

Photius that the Roman Catholic Church was unorthodox 

for using filioque in the creed and other alleged errors. 

Even though these disagreements were worked out in the 

9th Century, they would arise again later and spark a 

schism (1054 A.D.) that still remains unhealed. 

 





The worst of the popes, John XII (955-964 A.D.) was so corrupt that God delivered the 

Catholic Church from him through the secular ruler, Otto I (the Great). 

Otto the Great was the first Holy Roman Emperor from the German nation. 

He wanted to use the Catholic Church as an instrument in helping restore 

order to his empire.  His primary way of doing this was through ñLay 

Investitureòðthe selection of popes and bishops by the emperor. 

By Godôs grace, the popes who were selected during this time were of great 

caliber and quality.  As a result, Western culture began to revive. 

 

The renewal within the Church at this time began with the founding of a new 

Benedictine monastery at Cluny, France in 910 A.D.   

This monastery set aside monks who would pray full-time, observing silence 

at all times, except for the chanting of the Divine Office (Scripture readings 

and prayers arranged for recitation throughout the day). 

The monks selected their own Abbot, and were not controlled by laity.   

This was such a powerful movement that sister houses were established for 

the women, and all of the monasteries totaled about fifteen hundred by 1100 

A.D. 

 



Pope Gregory VII reasserted the spiritual and moral authority of the 

Church, so much so, that the Holy Roman Emperor, Henry IV, 

approached him on his knees to beg forgiveness for rebelling against 

the Church.   

He stated that Christ had given power to Peter and his successors to be 

the spiritual leader of society, and therefore, it was the right and duty of 

the pope to depose emperors who were immoral and to change civil 

laws that conflicted with Godôs laws. 

 

 

Pope Urban II demonstrated the authority of the Church by calling for 

the First Crusade at the Council of Clermont in 1095 A.D. to free the 

holy places of the East from Moslem control. 

Urban certainly did not envision the Crusades turning out the way they 

did, but saw them as an important way for Christians to reclaim the 

centrality and Lordship of Jesus Christ and help free the Eastern 

Christians from Islamic rule 

 



Most historians say that the schism was both ecclesial (the 

popeôs authority) and theological (filioque) in nature.  

 





Archbishop Thomas à Becket of Canterbury stood up for the 

rights and liberties of the Church and was forced to flee to 

France by Henry II.  Because of the Becketôs popularity among 

the people, he was allowed to return six years later.  However, 

his continued support of the pope enraged the king, who 

eventually murdered Becket on the steps of the altar of his 

cathedral in Canterbury.  The pope excommunicated Henry II, 

but the king later repented and rejoined the Church.  Becket was 

canonized a saint in 1173 A.D. 

 



The First Crusade was a military success, but the expulsion of 

the Greek patriarch in Antioch only deepened the schism 

between the Eastern Church and Rome, and the crusaders 

indiscriminately murdered hundreds of innocent people when 

they captured Jerusalem. 

The Second Crusade in 1146 was a military failure.   

The Third Crusade in 1189 intended to recapture Jerusalem from 

the Turks, but all that was accomplished was a treaty 

guaranteeing the safety of Christian pilgrims in the Holy Land. 

 



Bernard of Clairvaux founded a new order of monks called the 
ñCistercians.ò 

As a preacher, spiritual director, and theologian, Bernard 
was the leader of spiritual renewal in the 12th Century.  
The Cistercians quickly became the most influential 
religious group in the Church.   

The renewal from these monks came in the form of 
radically living the Gospel and the call to poverty. 

Eventually, more than 600 monasteries of Cistercians 
sprang up.  Not only was this good for monastic life, but 
the spirituality that came forth helped renew the parish 

priests.  
Spirituality and personal devotion among the laity also 
flourished. 

Invoking Mary and the Saints in prayer became 
more popular. 

There was a renewed devotion to the Real 
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, especially in 
the form of Eucharistic Adoration. Also, the term 
ñtransubstantiationò began being used more 

 

 
 



Some of the great intellectuals of the time included: 

Saint Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109), who is 

considered the Father of Scholasticism.   

Saint Bernard of Clairvaux 

Peter Lombard, who wrote the Book of Sentences, which 

became the standard Theology text for the times. 

Gratian, a monk whose organization of the teachings and 

laws of the Catholic Church gave birth to the new science 

of canon law in the twelfth century. 

 



In 1215, he called for the Fourth Lateran Council, which 

gathered more than four hundred bishops and eight 

hundred abbots and priors, as well as representatives of 

the secular rulers.  It reformed decrees involving the 

spiritual growth of Christians and took measures to 

suppress heresies (the Inquisition). 

Innocent III recognized the scandal that was caused by 

the excessive wealth of the Church and promoted the 

ñMendicantò ordersðgroups of men and women who lived 

radical poverty, like Saint Francis of Assisi (1209).  

 
Pope Boniface VIII (1294-1303) is the perfect example of the 

achievements of the popes of the 13th century.  

In his famous bull, Unam Sanctam, he continued to speak out 

against the interference of secular authorities in the spiritual 

mission of the Church. 

He called a tremendously successful ñJubilee Yearò (a holy year) 

in 1300, the first of its kind, that drew more than a million pilgrims 

to Rome.  

 
 







While the use of torture and killing in order to lead people 

back to true faith or keep heretics from spreading 

falsehood seems barbaric in our modern mindset of 

religious freedom, these practices were a part of the 

culture in the 13th century. 

 



Medicine, law and theology were the fields of advanced 

study, with theology being called the ñqueen of the 

sciences.ò 

 

The three great Theologians of the time came from the 

Mendicant orders: 

Saint Bonaventure (1217-1274):  continued a long 

tradition of a mystical approach to theology. 

Albert the Great (1200-1280):  approached 

theology by employing reason and was the first 

great supporter of employing the thought of 

Aristotle. 

Saint Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274): a student of 

Albert the Great, he took the use of Aristotle to a 

new level by constructing a system of thought that 

combined the Bible, the Church Fathers, and 

Aristotelian reasoning into a great, unified system 

of understanding.   





Å Saint Bridget of Sweden and Saint Catherine of Siena were 

both powerful prophetesses whom God used to convince the 

popes at Avignon to reform their luxurious lives and care for 

the Church.   

Å Saint Catherine convinced Pope Gregory XI to return to Rome 

in 1376 and counseled his successor, Urban VI.  She was 

recently declared a ñDoctorò of the Church. 

 

Å The next pope, Clement V (1305-1314) moved to Avignon to 

escape the political pressures of Italy, including Roman 

families that were in constant war with one another. 

 







ÅExamples of Mystical Writing from this time period include: 

  

Å Henry Suso (1245-1366)ðLittle Book of Eternal Wisdom. 

Å Julian of Norwich (1342-1416)ðRevelations of Divine Love. 

Å Walter Hilton (d. 1395)ðScale of Perfection. 

Å Unkown AuthorðThe Cloud of Unknowing. 

 

ÅAn example of Devotio Moderna from this time period includes: 

 

Å Thomas à KempisðImitation of Christ. 

 









ÅThe Catholic Churchôs stance on salvation takes into account not only Paulôs 

Letter to the Romans, but also the Letter of James (2:14-26)ï  

 

 What does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he has faith but has not works? 

Can his faith save him?  If a brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack of daily food, and 

one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without giving them the 

things needed for the body, what does it profit?  So faith by itself, if it has no works, is 

dead.:  

 But some one will say, "You have faith and I have works." Show me your faith 

apart from your works, and I by my works will show you my faith.  You believe that 

God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe--and shudder.  Do you want to be 

shown, you shallow man, that faith apart from works is barren?  Was not Abraham our 

father justified by works, when he offered his son Isaac upon the altar?  You see that 

faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by works,  and the 

scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him 

as righteousness"; and he was called the friend of God.  You see that a man is justified 

by works and not by faith alone.  And in the same way was not also Rahab the harlot 

justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way?  

For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so faith apart from works is dead.  

 

ÅThus, while the gift of salvation comes from Christ, we must be willing, 

through an act of free will and conscious choice, to accept that gift.  Our faith 

and choice demonstrate themselves through our ñworks.ò 





ÅSola Scriptura:  The logical problem with ñsola Scripturaò (Scripture alone) is that it is a 
principle that denies itself.  No where in Sacred Scripture does it say that only Scripture should 

be consulted, but actually it states in several places the very opposite (ex. John 14:26 ñBut 
the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will 
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to 
you.ò) 

 

 

ÅGodôs People are in constant need of conversion and renewal, but, as we read in the Bible, 
this conversion and renewal never entails division.  Rather, authentic reform always springs up 
from within the faith community and brings greater unity.   The Protestant reformation was one 
of the few times in the history of Godôs people that reform was not allowed to develop, but 
divided.  We continue to pray to pray today for healing.  

 

ÅThis was a terrible tragedy for the Church for two important reasonsð1) it began the 
disunity that still exists today and 2) many of Lutherôs reforms were needed, and he 
might have brought them about sooner if he had approached it in a different manner. 

 

ÅOnce the Catholic principle of ñunity of faithò was replaced by the protestant principle 
of ñpurity of faith,ò more and more divisions occurred, each group claiming to be more 
ñpureò to the Gospel than the last. 

 

ÅIn 1534, King Henry VIII declared himself the head of the Church of England because 
the Pope would not grant him an annulment (apparently, the Kingôs wife had not 
produced any male heirs for him).  Thus began the Anglican, or Episcopalian, church. 

 



ÅOnce again, authentic reform has always happened within the Church, not 

outside of it.  As we have seen at other times in the history of the Church, God 

raised up men and women, outstanding in holiness, to bring forth the renewal 

and conversion of the Bride of Christ.  


