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“The Pastor’s Bathroon”

Ezekiel 2:2-5
Psalm 123
2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Mark 6:1-6

One familiar sign of greatness is the ability to dmething with nothing. As humans,
we seem particularly drawn to such signs of greatnesisiedgevision reveals it. For example,
there are cooking shows on the Food Network where chiefsgiven a pile of unlikely
ingredients and challenged to create something amazingor@ of you might remember the
show “Junkyard Wars” where groups of people were challetggbdild something useful out of
a limited amount of junk. It is exciting and inspiringdee such things happen. What is even
more exciting and inspiring is witnessing God making somethihgfmothing.

God demonstrates His amazing power and love, not by doing what we want Him to
do, but rather, by transforming the most unlikely of situations into avenues of grace and
salvation. This is precisely what Saint Paul is talking aboutun gecond reading today. He
explains to us that he was given a “thorn in the fleshn.angel of Satan” to beat him.
Repeatedly, Paul begged God to take that burden and sgffesim him, but God told him, “My
grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfasteakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). In other
words, God wanted to demonstrate His amazing power andjotransforming Paul’s “thorn in
the flesh” into an avenue of grace and salvation. Téuslation was so transforming in Paul's
life that he wrote, “I will rather boast most gladiy my weaknesses, in order that the power of
Christ may dwell in me. Therefore, | am content wibakness, insults, hardships, persecutions,
and constraints, for the sake of Christ; for wheam weak, then | am strong” (2 Corinthians
12:9b-10).

The importance of our understanding that God does not taeiskfficulties in our lives,
but He does use them as avenues of grace and salvationt ba underestimated. | came to see
this in a new way recently through the book Left to TgllImmaculée llibagiza. | briefly
mentioned her book and her story last week at Masd viant to share with you the image from
her experience that really helps us understand how Gkdsfiaomething” out of “nothing” and
transforms the situations in our lives into avenues a¢gand salvation.

As you might remember, Immaculée and five other wosgent 91 days hiding at a
pastor’s house in a “small bathroom about four feet imdjthree feet wide?” She describes the
bathroom, writing, “There was a shower stall at enel and a toilet at the other—the room
wasn't big enough for a sink”Later, an additional two ladies crowded into the ssm@dce. In
addition to the crowded space, they were given limiteduants of food and water and had to be
completely silent since Hutu killers were constantiynang around the pastor’s house looking
for Tutsis to murder.

12 Corinthians 12:7
2 Left to Tell, pg. 73
% Ibid. pg. 73.



As | read Immaculée’s book, | realized that the pastmathroom was an amazing image
of the slavery, confinement, and unfreedom that everystdm has to face in life. While
Immaculée’s situation was extraordinary, every Claistias a “bathroom” in his or her life—a
place of suffering and difficulty, a place where tlwace of the “enemy of our human nature”
taunts us and threatens‘u#\nd, it's that place that God desires to use as an avenue of grace and
salvation for us! God did this for Immaculée and He ddllit for us. A quick look at how God
did this for Immaculée will give us a sense of how Heirds to do it for us. Immaculée
describes her experience in the pastor’s bathroomngsi

| resolved to pray during every waking moment, beginningoas as my
eyes opened at 4 or 5 A.M. My first prayer was alwaythémk God that the
pastor’'s home had been built so it could shelter us duremgyéimocide. Then |
thanked Him for having the architect design the house aitlextra bathroom,
and for prompting the pastor to buy a wardrobe of exalk#yright dimension to
conceal our hiding place.

After my warm-up devotions of thanks, | began praying nmsamp |
prayed many different Catholic prayers on the red andevideds. Sometimes |
prayed so intensely that | broke out in a sweat. Houwgld pass.... When |
finished the rosary and my prayers, I'd take a “breakhealitate on some of my
favorite Bible passages.

Even a few minutes not spent in prayer or contemplatfcdod became
an invitation for Satan to stab me with his double-edgect lofildoubt and self-
pity. Prayer became my armor, and | wrapped it tigithund my heart.

-Left to Tell pgs. 84-85

As Immaculée found a routine of prayer in the midghe confinement and unfreedom
of the bathroom, she began moving beyond the bathrootrphysically, but spiritually. She
writes of the experience, saying, “I found a place ind#garoom to call my own: a small corner
of my heart. | retreated there as soon as | awokkstayed there until | slept. It was my sacred
garden, where | spoke with God, meditated on His wordspartidred my spiritual self” (Left to
Tell, pg. 95).

God demonstrated His all-powerful, amazing love by taansihg the horrible, painful,
confined space of the bathroom into an avenue of gratsalmation. Immaculée was able to
recognize this transformation. She describes it, ng;itiin the midst of the genocide, I'd found
my salvation. | knew that my bond with God would tramt the bathroom, the war, and the
holocaust... it was a bond I now knew would transcemdiigfelf” (Left to Tell pg. 107). This
transformation was so extraordinary that Immaculées Jater able to write, “Being in that
bathroom had become a blessing for which I'd be forénakful” (Left to Tell pg. 107y

Each of us has a “bathroom” in our lives—a situation thaiainful and difficult; a
situation that is confining, limiting, or saturated in uefifem and slavery. It might be health
issues, marital problems, an addiction, depression, anxdebyoken relationship, fear, doubt,

* Saint Ignatius of Loyola, in his Spiritual Exercisesfers to Satan and evil as the “enemy of our humamea

® Later, after the genocide, when Immaculée was livinthé city, she actually missed her time with God in the
bathroom. She writes, “Believe it or not, | actudtigged for the days in the pastor’s bathroom, when | dailkd
to God for hours without interruption. | remember jineand peace He filled my heart with during those long
stretches of silent prayer, along with the mentalityl | enjoyed afterward” (Left to Telpg. 184-185)




grief, despair, etc. Regardless of what our particsitaation is, it is a place where we hear
clearly and frequently the voice of the “enemy of oumhn nature” taunting us and threatening
us. Inthe “bathroom” of our difficult and painful sitican, we usually pray to be set free. Like
Saint Paul, we might beg God to take our pain from usHeus much more interested in being
glorified through our situation. Therefore, like Pautldike Immaculée, we are invited to
encounter God in the midst of our suffering. Once weten@od into our “bathroom,” He
begins transforming it into a garden where we converdehkim.

Our God is a great God. He demonstrates His amazingerpewd love by
transforming the most unlikely of situations into avenofegrace and salvation for us.

SUGGESTED PRAYER EXERCISES:

+ What is the “thorn” or “bathroom” in your life—thatague of pain, struggle, confinement,
and/or slavery that you want to escape from? Immaauléte, “Being in that bathroom had
become a blessing for which I'd be forever thankful’f{lie Tell, pg. 107). What do her
words stir up in your heart as you think about the “bathrosituation in your own life?

4+ Read Romans 5:3-5 and relate it to your own difficult sibma Tell God what you think
about this Scripture versespecially as it relates to your situation.



