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“qool Mouwnts His Throne...”

Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47
Ephesians 1:17-23
Mark 16:15-20

How many of you have ever been given a Scripture veragpasance in confession and
when you sat down to read the passage it made absohttedgnse? | love giving people
Scripture verses as penance in the Sacrament of Reabmal | think Scripture can be an
awesome way for us to be invited into the healing thaniintegral part of the Sacrament. The
Psalms, in particular, can be a great spiritual resdoraes when we need a renewed experience
of God’s central role in our lives. However, | am stimes concerned about suggesting a
Scripture passage, especially a Psalm, for severalngaso

First, the Psalms are not numbered the same in dkBibThose Bibles that use the
Greek translation of the Old Testament, called the usgptt, divide up the Psalms differently
than translations based on the Hebrew Pshlter.the Septuagint, Psalms 9 and 10, as well as
Psalms 114 and 115 are combined into one Psalm. To furthieuecd things, Psalms 116 and
147 are split into two separate Psalms. This meansfthgive someone a Psalm to read that
falls between Psalm 9:22 and Psalm 146:11, they may or atagad what | had in mind! Also,
some translations of the Bible count the superscriptamthe first verse of the Psalm and others
do not?> So, even if the person finds the same Psalm that buggesting, they might not read
the verses that | intended!

Another reason why it can be difficult to give some@ Psalm or a Scripture passage for
penance or meditation is because there are so mdeyedif ways that a person can read the
Bible. For example, our Psalm reading today—Psalm #4qdor some of you!)—can be read
in many different ways. Four popular interpretationshid £salm include—historical, cultic,
eschatological,and Christological. Get out your missalette and tarthe Psalm today. If we
were to read this Psalm from a historical perspectivewasgld be interested in knowing what
historical event led to the celebration that is déscti Obviously, the people were excited about
something God had done, possibly something He had done throwgrthly king. God had
shown His kingship to His people, but what exactly had Heddmaen did He do it?

If we read the same Psalm from the cultic perspectinen we are less interested in the
original event and more interested in how the peop&bcated that event every year by reciting
this Psalm on the way to the Temple. In this way, dhiéic interpretation assumes that this
Psalm is a part of an ancient liturgy of the enthreer@nof Yahweh and it desires to explore
what that liturgy was like.

An eschatological reading of the same Psalm gives siglatly different view. It is
interested in howElyon—the Most High—will rule for ever as King of all cremt. It is
interested in how, in the end of time, every king onreaill be humbled and subjected to God’s

! The New American Bible translates the Psalms fimerHebrew Psalter.
2 The numbering of the verses in the New American Bitillews the Hebrew numbering.
3 Eschatology is the study of the “end times.”



rule. In the words of the Psalm, “God reigns overrtaigons” (Psalm 47:8). The Christological
interpretation of the Psalm takes this one step futbasiders Christ as the fulfillment of this
prophetic, eschatological view.

Reading the Psalms from a Christological vantage peast a very popular approach to
Scripture for the early Christians. Beginning evenatyeas the New Testament writers, we
read how the Old Testament was interpreted in ligi@tofst’s life, death and Resurrectionit
is from this perspective that the Church invites us td fsalm 47 today! Christ is Elyon, the
Most High, who has ascended to His throne to shoutscaes of gladness and the clapping of
hands. It is He who sits upon the eternal throregiveng our praise and ruling over all creation.
All six of the “Enthronement Psalntsforeshadow Christ’s glorious Ascension into heaven a
the “King of kings and Lord of lords” (1 Timothy 6:13b).

Despite the fact that we may not be conscious, ¢'hit fairly certain that most of us are
predisposed to reading Scripture in a particular way, frg@racular vantage point. This means
that the next time a priest gives us a Scripture passagepenance and it doesn’'t make any
sense, we might ask the Lord to show us a different pergpen the passage.

* The Letter to the Hebrews has numerous examples @t@lbgical interpretation of Old Testament passages.
® Psalms 47, 93, 96-99



